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Image Source: “Social Media and Fake News in the 2016 Election”

Which of these 
sources was 
your most 
important 
source of news 
and information 
about the 2016 
election?

Social media is increasingly 
becoming the means by 
which Americans are getting 
their news.

Why do we need to focus on this?

https://web.stanford.edu/%7Egentzkow/research/fakenews.pdf


Why do we need to focus on this?

Image and Data Source: “The Spread of True and False News Online”

“Falsehoods diffuse significantly farther, faster, deeper, and more broadly 
than the truth in all categories of information.” - Vosoughi, Roy, Aral (2018)

Number of retweets 
(depth) in minutes

Number of users 
seeing an article 

Number of users 
seeing retweets (depth)

http://science.sciencemag.org/content/359/6380/1146


“Fake News” is not a new thing “Reporters with Fake News” 1894 by Frederick Burr Oper

On August 21, 1835 The New York 
Sun reported that an astronomer 
used “hydro-oxygen magnifiers”  to 
find life on the moon.The paper 
announced it was fake a month later.

Lithograph of “The Ruby Amphitheater on the Moon”



The rise of the internet 
allows everyone to 
become a reporter.

Image Source: Andrew Peter Swanepoel

How did a person 
with 40 Twitter 
followers make 
such an impact 
that the president 
elect tweeted 
about it?

The internet has sped up the spread 



Have students develop their own “media 
ecosystem” and visualize it using wordle.

Essential questions for 
conversations with students

- Has technology increased 
access to fake news, or has 
technology slowed the spread 
of fake news?

- Why might fake news be such 
a problem for sites like Twitter 
and Facebook to regulate?

- Is there legislation that 
could/should be passed by our 
state or federal government to 
help control fake news?

- Can our school be a 
gatekeeper to prevent 
students from accessing fake 
news?

Image Source: Buzzfeed

http://www.wordle.net/
https://www.buzzfeed.com/charliewarzel/trumps-information-universe?utm_term=.tnXM78qbj6#.huR9vwmzKV


Image Source: Southern Poverty Law Center Hate Map

Why do we need to talk with students about this?

NPR reported on how many conspiracy theory websites 
can ultimately lead you to white nationalism websites.

https://www.splcenter.org/hate-map
https://www.npr.org/2017/11/14/564006409/how-andrew-anglin-transformed-from-small-town-boy-to-neo-nazi-standout


Media in 1939 said the 
refugees of The St. Louis
should not be let in due to fear 
of attacks by foreign agents.

Image Source: Wikicommons

Using The St. Louis to Teach the Syrian Refugee Crisis

https://twitter.com/stl_manifest?lang=en


Image Source: Samuel Corum, Anadolu Agency



Distracting News - Accurate news intended to 
change the focus of an ongoing issue, as well as 
clickbait articles.

Fabricated News - Completely made 
up.

Biased News - Clearly stating an 
opinion, generally the opposite of a 
person calling it fake news.

The three types of fake news



Fabricated News - Definition

This is what we mostly think of 
as “fake news”: reporting that 
is untrue and simply false.

Students need to ask:

1. Who made it (author and 
publisher)?

2. How was it made?
3. When was it made?
4. Why was it made?



NewsLiteracyProject.org

The Newseum IFLA also made a nice flyer of fake news procedures 
and translated it into over 35 languages!

Fabricated News - Strategies

http://www.thenewsliteracyproject.org/
https://newseumed.org/stack/media-literacy-resources/
https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/11174


The issues in this category is how 
students process the difference 
between news (facts) and news 
analysis (opinions). Can these 
both be biased?

Stanford Evaluating Information

Biased News - Definition

When someone finds an article too 
slanted, they hope to invalidate it 
by calling it fake news.

https://sheg.stanford.edu/upload/V3LessonPlans/Executive%20Summary%2011.21.16.pdf
https://sheg.stanford.edu/upload/V3LessonPlans/Executive%20Summary%2011.21.16.pdf


Have students check their 
own bias. Take an op-ed 
piece (or two) and ask 
students to highlight what 
they feel is news and what 
is news analysis. Then 
students compare who 
highlighted what and why.

Facing History: 
Facing Ferguson

Image Source: James Clear

Biased News - Strategies

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/facing-ferguson-news-literacy-digital-age


Visit the Hamilton 68 Dashboard to 
see the latest trends of Russian 
Twitter-Bots and trolls! 

It is easy for a story to get drowned out in 
social media. How are we making sure 
our students know what to focus on?

Distracting News - Definition

http://dashboard.securingdemocracy.org/
http://dashboard.securingdemocracy.org/


Hamilton 68 Topics from 2/15/18 
(day after Stoneman Douglas High School Shooting)



Hamilton 68 Topics from the morning of 3/4/18



This junk news is a waste of 
time, but in more serious ways it 
breaks down our dialogues. This 
news is often built to reinforce 
our specific bubble.

Teaching Tolerance 
Digital and Civic Literacy
and they wrote an 
introduction on digital 
literacy (share it with your 
staff!)

Distracting News - Strategies

https://www.tolerance.org/frameworks/digital-literacy?utm_source=Teaching+Tolerance&utm_campaign=9a7f69e574-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_10_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a8cea027c3-9a7f69e574-83566403
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/learning-the-landscape-of-digital-literacy-an-introduction-for-educators


Adobe VoCo can 
sample a voice and 
replace short 
phrases. RadioLab
partnered with them 
and a facial 
recognition 
company to produce 
a fake Obama 
video.

What is the Future 
of 

Fake News

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3l4XLZ59iw
http://futureoffakenews.com/videos.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vprETB4dzNE


Image Source : Rob Rogers Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

We need to teach students 
(and ourselves) to:
1. distrust confirmation 

bias
2. get out of filter 

bubbles
3. see how fake news is 

spread
4. stand up when 

confronted with fake 
or offensive news

How can we fight that future?



“The biggest job in education in today’s information 
saturated world is to give the child an armor against 
doctrine, just as in another generation we use to teach 
the child... how to ride a horse.”

Sugata Mitra, 
Professor of 
Educational 

Technology at 
Manchester University
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