How Schools
Can Address
Fake News
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Supervisor of K-12 Social Studies, World

“U'm sorry, Jeannie, your answer was correct, -
5 e Lan nd Enqli nd Lan
but Kevin shouted his incorrect answer over anguages, and Englis el Seco d angiage
M at the Somerset Hills School District
vours, so he gets the points.

Image Source: The New Yorker by Joe Dator

Open share link: https://goo.gl/iPFYyf


https://twitter.com/m_catelli
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Why do we need to focus on this? Most Important Source of 2016 Election News

|
Which of these

Figure 3 sources was
Share of Visits to US News Websites by Source your most
importaht
source of news
and information

N ke Search about the 2016 BUELARTEWIS
Top newasiies 106 0 election?
Search
Fake news sites irig i engines
: ) - ns 0 Social media is increasingly

Weighted average of percentage (%)

becoming the means by
which Americans are getting
their news.

Image Source: “Social Media and Fake News in the 2016 Election”



https://web.stanford.edu/%7Egentzkow/research/fakenews.pdf
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“Falsehoods diffuse significantly farther, faster, deeper, and more broadly
than the truth in all categories of information.” - Vosoughi, Roy, Aral (2018)

Image and Data Source: “The Spread of True and False News Online”



http://science.sciencemag.org/content/359/6380/1146

“Fake News” is not a new thing

“Reporters with Fake News” 1894 by Frederick Burr Oper

On August 21, 1835 The New York
Sun reported that an astronomer
& used “hydro-oxygen magnifiers” to
% find life on the moon.The paper

" announced it was fake a month later.

Lithograph of “The Ruby Amphitheater on the Moon”



erictucker

The internet has SpEd up the spread ‘ Anti-Trump protestors in Austin today are

— = “ got as otrr?anic as they sfe(-?m. Hereare the | HOW did a person
usses they came in. #fakeprotests - :
Htrump2016 #austin Wlth 40 TWItter

followers make
such an impact
that the president
elect tweeted
about it?

Figures. Anti-Trump Protesters Were Bussed in to

I I Austin #FakeProtests Thanks forth fes
The rise of the internet
allows everyone to Donaid J. Trump & v
realDonaldTrump
beCO m e a re po rter Just had a very open and successful presidential election. Now
professional protesters, incited by the media, are protesting.
Very unfair!

9:19 PM - Nov 10, 2016
O 64,278 1167141 ) 224563 i ]



Essential questions for
conversations with students

- Has technology increased
access to fake news, or has
technology slowed the spread
of fake news?

- Why might fake news be such
a problem for sites like Twitter
and Facebook to regulate?

- Is there legislation that
could/should be passed by our
state or federal government to
help control fake news?

- Can our school be a
gatekeeper to prevent
students from accessing fake
news?

ardianlv.com spectator.org

ervativetreehouse.com townhall.com

m.richmond.com thehill.com

710wor.iheart.com
foxnews.com

sninja2012.com therightscoop.com daflycaller.com

frontpagemag.com

bulse2016.com

golf.com| washingtonexaminer.com

rushlimbaugh.com

breitbart.com
huffingtonpost.com washingtonpost

week.com
hotair.com

kvnonews.com

Estv.com | ibtimes.com newsmax.com

businessinsider.com
ntknetwork.com

usnews.com
nydailynews.com nypost.com

nationalreview.com

lyingcrookedhillary.com cbn.com dailymailicoik

politico.com

Image Source: Buzzfeed

Have students develop their own “media
ecosystem” and visualize it using wordle.


http://www.wordle.net/
https://www.buzzfeed.com/charliewarzel/trumps-information-universe?utm_term=.tnXM78qbj6#.huR9vwmzKV

Why do we need to talk with students about this?
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Image Source: Southern Poverty Law Center Hate Map
..-i\tlart c City
= NPR reported on how many conspiracy theory websites

can ultimately lead you to white nationalism websites.


https://www.splcenter.org/hate-map
https://www.npr.org/2017/11/14/564006409/how-andrew-anglin-transformed-from-small-town-boy-to-neo-nazi-standout

Using The St. Louis to Teach the Syrian Refugee Crisis
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St. Louis Manifest

@5tl_Manifest

#WeRemember the victims of Naziism
turned away at the doorstep of America
in 1939. #RefugeesWelcome. via
@russelneiss & @chschwartz

@ Miami, FL

¢ ushmm.org/wic/en/article...

.........
.................

(¥ Joined January 2017

Media in 1939 said the

- refugees of The St. Louis

~ should not be let in due to fear
of attacks by foreign agents.

e &

Image Source: Wikicommons


https://twitter.com/stl_manifest?lang=en

Image Source: Samuel Corum, Anadolu Agency



The three types of fake news Clooney & Muslim Wife Flee Europe Scared For Their Lives After Refugee Support Backfires

BIG Time

£y Prissy Holly

Fabricated News - Completely made
up.

Biased News - Clea rly stating an He Was a Professional Climate Denier. Then He Switched

opinion, generally the opposite of a
person calling it fake news.

Distracting News - Accurate news intended to
change the focus of an ongoing issue, as well as
clickbait articles.
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Sides.

This “warrior” for climate skepticism actually looked at the evidence and changed his mind.

(% David A. Clarke, Jr. (" Follow ) ~
@SheriffClarke - d

Lib media trying to silence me with FAKE
NEWS reports of an FBI investigation
because | have been wearing them out in
messaging. It won't work. | am not under any
investigation. | will increase the hammering
of them because they are scum buckets. The
truth always wins in the end.



Fabricated News - Definition

This is what we mostly think of
as “fake news”: reporting that
IS untrue and simply false.

Students need to ask:

1. Who made it (author and
publisher)?

How was it made?
When was it made?
Why was it made?

FEFOLY

Morgan Freeman: ‘Jailing Hillary’ Best Way To ‘Restore
Public Faith In Govt’

3 Share 20K Lo 1 point

The best way to restore public faith in government institutions is to “send Hillary to prison®,
according to Hollywood icon Morgan Freeman, who warns that unless the former First Lady's
crimes are seen to be punished, “everyday Americans will forever know, deep down, that there is one law
for those with money and power, and another for the rest of us.”

“Hillary should be in jail for her unlawful deeds and President Trump should absolutely, absolutely make sure
this happens to send the very strong message that no-one, and | mean no-one, is above the law in the United
States of America,” Morgan Freeman said in New York while promoting National Geographic’s new docu-
series The Story of Us.
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TEN QUESTIONS FOR NEWS DETECTION

Use the guestions below to assess the likelihood that a piece af information is foke news. The more red flogs
you circle, the more skeptical you showld be!

1. Gauge your emotional reaction: _r
Is 1t strong? Are you angry? Are you intersely heping that the infarmation tunns owt to bie crue? False? - V6 | WO

2. Refipcr om how you encountered this. Was it promoced on a website? (Dd o show wp in 2 social media feed? Was it sent 1o you by
SOMeone you know?

Fabricated News - Strategies

i

Comsider the haadline ar main messape

. Start Here

a. Does it use excessive puncieationd!t] or ALL CAPS for emphasis? ﬁt Ha

b Does it make 3 claim about consaining 2 secree or telling you something that “the media® doesn't want you to know? n-: (]

£, Dan'tstap at the bead line Keep sxploring

4, 1% this infeemation desipned foe eavy sharing, like a maeme _ﬁ-“ R

5 Comsider the seurse of the wdormatioe

a. 5 It a well-known source? vid | osa !

IS IT SUPPORTED =
BY FACTS?

Is there good EVIDERCE? Look

tor statistics, studies, historical

s e, NewsLiteracyProject.orq

ihat the writer has done their
homework and can back up their
angumenl.

I5 THE BIAS

OPEN

R

SNEAKY?

g ENTERTAIN
AND/OR

RAISE

15 IT BIASED?

Daes the EVIDENCE show you the
Dig picture? Biased stories may

The Newseum IFLA also made a nice flyer of fake news procedures
and translated it into over 35 languages!



http://www.thenewsliteracyproject.org/
https://newseumed.org/stack/media-literacy-resources/
https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/11174

Biased News - Definition

When someone finds an article too
slanted, they hope to invalidate it
by calling it fake news.

The issues in this category is how
students process the difference
between news (facts) and news
analysis (opinions). Can these
both be biased?

Stanford Evaluating Information

HASTORY

EDUCATION croue
On March 1, 2011, there was a large nuclear disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Plant in Japan. This image was posted on Imgur, a photo
sharing website, in July 2015.

imgur = & uploadimages v 3¢

Fukushima Nuclear Flowers

Not much more to say, this is what happens when flowers get nuclear birth defects

Does this post provide strong evidence about the conditions near the
Fukushima Daiichi Power Plant? Explain your reasoning.


https://sheg.stanford.edu/upload/V3LessonPlans/Executive%20Summary%2011.21.16.pdf
https://sheg.stanford.edu/upload/V3LessonPlans/Executive%20Summary%2011.21.16.pdf

Biased News - Strategies

THE CONFIRMATION BIAS Have students check their

own bias. Take an op-ed
piece (or two) and ask
students to highlight what
they feel is news and what
IS news analysis. Then
students compare who
highlighted what and why.

wWRAT
CONF | BMG
Yovk BELIEFS

WWhAT THE
FRUTS A

OVEAVALUED
Image Source: James Clear

Facing History:

Facin g Ferguson ot "; Facing Ferguson: News Literacyina
-* Digital Age



https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/facing-ferguson-news-literacy-digital-age

Distracting News - Definition

It is easy for a story to get drowned out in Visit the Hamilton 68 Dashboard to

social media. How are we making sure see the latest trends of Russian
our students know what to focus on? Twitter-Bots and trolls!



http://dashboard.securingdemocracy.org/
http://dashboard.securingdemocracy.org/

Hamilton 68 Topics from 2/15/18

(day after Stoneman Douglas High School Shooting)
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Hamilton 68 Topics from the morning of 3/4/18

Top Hashtags
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Distracting News - Strategies

This junk news is a waste of
time, but in more serious ways it
breaks down our dialogues. This
news is often built to reinforce
our specific bubble.

Teaching Tolerance
Digital and Civic Literacy
and they wrote an
iIntroduction on digital

literacy (share it with your
staff!)



https://www.tolerance.org/frameworks/digital-literacy?utm_source=Teaching+Tolerance&utm_campaign=9a7f69e574-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_10_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a8cea027c3-9a7f69e574-83566403
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/learning-the-landscape-of-digital-literacy-an-introduction-for-educators

What is the Future
of
Fake News

Adobe VoCo can
sample a voice and
replace short
phrases. RadioLab
partnered with them

and a facial
recognition
company to produce
a fake Obama
video.

" PRESIDENT'S WEEKLY ADDRESS

Democracy & Citizenship & Fakery

T CSP#

G- B§En


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3l4XLZ59iw
http://futureoffakenews.com/videos.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vprETB4dzNE

How can we fight that future?

Image Source : Rob Rogers Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

2.

Sheng We need to teach students
(and ourselves) to:
1.

distrust confirmation
bias

get out of filter
bubbles

. see how fake news is

spread

. Stand up when

confronted with fake
or offensive news



“The biggest job in education in today’s information
saturated world is to give the child an armor against
doctrine, just as in another generation we use to teach
the child... how to ride a horse.”

Sugata Mitra,
Professor of
Educational

Technology at

Manchester University
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